'IRAQ
Council of the League of Nations, therefore, was asked by the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in a letter dated May
2ist, to place the question of Iraq on the agenda for its first
meeting, June i ith. *
In a second letter of the same date from the Foreign Secre-
tary, communicating the Treaty and its related documents, the
Council was informed:
The Treaty, Protocol, and the subsidiary Agreements are
now under consideration in Baghdad by the Constituent
Assembly referred to in Article 18 of the Treaty; and it is
hoped that these documents, in which H.M. Government
has announced they can accept no modification, will have
been accepted by the Assembly before the next meeting of
the Council of the League. The Treaty and the Agreements
are the outcome of prolonged discussions and negotiations
with the King of 'Iraq and his Government, and the Coun-
cil will understand that they represent the conditions on
which alone H.M. Government sec their way to give effect
to the policy set forth in Mr. Fisher's announcement of
November, 1921. ...
There is, however, the possibility that the Treaty, Protocol
and subsidiary Agreements will not have been accepted by
the 'Iraq Constituent Assembly before the next meeting of
the Assembly. In that event a new situation will arise,
and H.M. Government may have no option but to obtain
the authority of the Council for some alternative arrange-
ment to ensure the carrying out of the provisions of Article
XXII of the Covenant in so far as 'Iraq is concerned,*
A copy of this letter, together with an explanatory note, was
sent by the High Commissioner to King Faisal, on May $>6th,
a fortnight before the date by which the Treaty, if it were
not ratified, would be considered rejected. The letter read
as follows:
1	Official Journal, League of Nations, No. 7 (1934) > p. 1013. The date by which
the Treaty should be ratified thus became June roth,
2	Ibid., pp. 1013-4; also Baghdad Times, May 29th, 1934.
398

